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Dia daoibh!
I'm John McKiernan, from Ireland, and I'm the new Coordinator for International Relations (CIR) for
Kanoya City. | came to Kanoya in August 2018 after working in London, England for 4 years. Before that, |
worked as an ALT in Yamagata Prefecture, alongside friends from many English speaklng countries, and
learned Japanese with Yamagata City residents from : '
across Asia. In both places | was able to treasure
sharing experiences and knowledge with people from
other countries.

Since coming back to Japan, I've worked with my KIEA
colleagues to organize many international flavor
events, including a Halloween Contest, International
Cooking Salon and Wahoo Japan. It's a fun way of
meeting people and if you want to learn about life
overseas or even just meet the foreign residents of
Osumi, why not come along to our events? We're
looking forward to meeting you!
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B What is KIEA?

Founded in 1996, the Kanoya International Exchange Association is a group run
jointly by Kanoya residents and City Hall. With “We are the World!” as our slogan,
we host events, introduce other cultures and publicize our activities, all the while
having fun with Kanoya's foreign residents!

Our brochure, GLOBAL, introduces our activities during the past year.

Please check out what we’ve been up to!

X KIEA is the acronym for Kanoya International Exchange Association
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The Arizona and Las Vegas Wild West tour through KIEA was a fantastic time throughout.

We saw so much and even got to stay at the Grand Canyon. The group was perfect and

everyone had fun while making most of this wonderful opportunity. | want to go again!
Former Coodinator for International Relations Stephen James DiTomasso(Arizona,USA)
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| went to the HaIIoween Costume Contest on October 21st.

| went there with clothes bought in Nepal. My teacher Tomomi was
there and John from City Hall, too.

| could join “Muneage] a framework raising ceremony, and got some
mochi. | had a very good time.

Volunteer Staff Kiran Kandel (Nepal)

The day of the summer festival was bright, warm and perfect for
dancing. The heavy beat of taiko drums echoed between the buildings
of downtown and the music from the speakers of our float resounded
around the streets as we danced through the town centre. The women

of the Filipino Association wore bright dresses that swirled around
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their ankles. The music kept us moving, even as the sun went down.
The colors seemed to give us energy and everyone was smiling as we
danced. As the marching dance concluded, the sun set, finally, and the
dancers dispersed into the night to enjoy the festival.

Kanoya City ALT Samantha Shepard (Maine, USA)
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country in public. | thought it would be a good chance to interact games doesn't come along very often. The many excited children

with each otherand | could introduce us. who came that day experienced a variety of new, strange yet

Cooking was really fun. Everyone looked like they were having fun . enjoyable games. They also had the opportunity to take part in
lalso had a good time . | think it gave me a good experience . If | have games they knew really well when it came to the Japanese activities.
another chance, | will definitely join it. | saw happiness on the children's faces and appreciation on their
Thank you. parents' faces. What a lovely afternoon full of cheerfulness.

Cooking Salon Instructor Farid Ahmad (Pakistan) Volunteer Staff Ruani Visser (Cape Town, South Africa)
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If | am being honest, I'm still pretty culturally ignorant about Japan, particularly when it comes to culinary
knowledge, so | actually had no idea how mochi was made. As it turns out, all you have to do is repeatedly pound
some rice with a hammer while intermittently wetting it a bit. Simple enough. The day before | did a homestay.

Those two things coupled made for a very enjoyable time.

Kagoshima Prefecture ALT Ben Villazaez (Texas, USA)
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Japanese Speech Contest in Kanoya
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| was very happy to take part in a Speech Contest for the
first time in my life.
| am praying that Kanoya will be more easy to live in for
foreigners.
| will really appreciate it if this comes true.
Japanese Speech Contest Champion Siyam Islam
(Bangladesh)
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KIEA was founded in December 1996. and this year we celebrated our 22nd year. Our success up
until now is thanks to everyone's continued support and patronage. I'd like to thank everyone from

the bottom of my heart.
We will continue to develop the intercultural capabilities of local residents and strengthen the
region's economy, as well as promote international exchange at the grassroots level. We look

forward to everyone's support and cooperation going into the future.
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